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Chessed Rules
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And he said, "My master, if | find favor in your eyes,
please pass not away from your servant” (18:3).

= HREE ANGELS VISIT AVRAHAM AFTER HIS BRIS
milah, and despite his weakened condition, he accords
i them the full royal treatment as though he is perfectly
healthy. The narrative that we're accustomed to, based on
Rashi, is that Avraham was unaware that his guests were
s angels, because they appeared as humans,

The Ramban notes, however, that Avraham addresses
them as 11X, which is the way we vowelize the word when
referring to Hashem. He explains that Avraham recognized
that they were angels from on High, and that was why he

(* bowed down to them.

But if Avraham was indeed aware of their stature, why did

he prepare a sumptuous feast fit for human consumption?

The Kedljshas Levi, Rav Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev,
explains that Avraham was teaching us the first rule in chessed:
| Never make the recipient of your chessed feel inferior.
Why would an angel feel inferior to a human? Wouldn't it
seem that angels are on a far-loftier level than humans?
Actually, the opposite is true. Angels are created holy,
and they remain at the very level at which they were created
A for eternity. Angels cannot grow, and cannot earn their way
into Olam Haba. Humans, for all our shortcomings, possess
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an ability that angels don’t: we ¢an grow and attain spiritual
{ perfection by sanctifying our every action. Humans are called
mehalchim, and angels are called omdim (see Zecharyah
3:7). A person is constantly moving. Sometimes we’re grow-
ing, sometimes we =@:re unfortunately backsliding, but we are
G always moving, which means that we can once again improve.
Angels are static; they can never change,

Reb Levi Yitzchak explains that Avraham Aviny did not
want to taunt the angels for this shortcoming. The Torah
therefore describes Avraham’s treatment of them during that

[\ meal as: 90K Yya non Doy Ty RIT, he stood over them
under the tree, and they ate (ibid. v. 8). During that meal, he
made himself out to be an omed, a static being, just like them.

But perhaps Avraham did even more than that; he gave
the angels actual food, and enabled them to go through the

[ motions of eating it, lzecause one of the myrijad ways we
humans perfegfﬂourse[ves is by sanctifying the food we eat.

S v Suit. S

Avraham went to all the effort of sla ughtering three cows and

A i

e A o ot

preparing the best delicacies, just _tq',_‘qvtpni_grf}ighlighting his

guésts” inability to grow through eating,

q/{ As our ultimate role model of chessed, Avraham Avinu was
teaching us that even if it means playing a charade, Yyou never
make a guest — or anyone else for who you do a chessed —
feel inferior to you.

If your Shabbos guest is consumed with trivialities of life,

T R AR SR o b

7’<P don’t announce, “Wow, it's already 9 o’clock. I have to learn

my Daf Yomi.” It will make him feel inferior. If your guest says,
at 9:30 at night, “I'm calling it a night,” don’t reply, “Oh, I can’t
go to bed yet, | have stay up another couple of hours so | can
say Tikun Chatzos.” And if he asks you what time davening
17\ is in the morning, and you know that he is not an early riser,
doni’t say, “Well, | never miss vasikin, but if you want, you can
daven in the late minyan.” ‘
This is the first rule of hospitality, but reaily of all other
chassadim we do as well.

A, The Gemara (Bava Basra 10b) states that if a person gives

money to izedakah on condition that his son should live. he is
considered a tzaddik gamur, a perfectly righteous person. Rav
Mordechai Bennet, one of the gedolei Torah in the late 1700s,
wonders about this designation. It's one thing to say that it's
V\\ not objectionable to give tzedakah conditionally, but why does
the Gemara call him a tzaddik gammur?
He suggests that this Gemara is discussing about a case in
which a poor person visits another Jew and unloads a tale of
 Woe, explaining all that he needs is money. The host answers,
L[Q “m so happy Hashem sent you to me. [ also have a great
misfortune in my family. My son is ill, and I need a great merit
to save his life. You're doing me a favor by allowing me to give
zedakah in his merit!”
This man is a tzaddik gamurbecause instead of making this
{\-meshulach feel like a nepach, he gives him the feeling that he
is the one doing the favor. Such a person is a tzaddik gamur.

#2278 P.OO2
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One of the basic character traits of the Jewish nation, who
are descendants of Avraham Avinu is that we are gomlei chas-
sadim. By obscuring his own ability to grow in order to treat
the malachim properly, Avraham teaches us that when doing
a chessed, we should consider the possible sense of inferiority
the recipient might feel and be sure to lift his spirits along with

providing his material needs.
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